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'To bring back
the thoughts
of the people'

With this special section titled "A look at
the Past", the Lamron hopes to give its
readers a brief view of yesteryear at OCE.
The section has been designed to have a
visual emphasis, and as such is largely
comprised of photographs. However, it
also contains a few short stories outlining
some history behind the photos.
No history book or special section can
ever completely capture the human
feelings and thoughts that accompany the
pictures and words they contain. But

nonetheless they strive to portray those s
thoughts and feelings, and in doing so may g
present some of them in a recognizable S
way. It is our hope that the photographs|
and stories in this section will bring back
some of the thoughts and feelings of the|
people in them.
The Lamron would like to extend a §
special thanks to Ellis A. Stebbins for his £
help with both the photographs and g
background information for the stories.
Without his generosity these pages would £
have been impossible.

Cornerstone of the north wing of Campbell Hall, the first permanent
structure built on campus.

Religious pioneers found college
By JIM HEALY
Lamron Editor
The year was 1856. Franklin Pierce was president
of the United States, the union was comprised of 31
states and the North and South were brewing for the
coming Civil War.
Across the continent a small school was being
founded, "where men and women alike might be
schooled in the science of living and in the fun
damental principles of religion."
That small university, which was later to become
Oregon College of Education, was started by
religious-minded pioneers belonging to the Christian
Church. It was these pioneers that acquired land
under the donation land claim act and gave portions
of their claims to the school and town.
The land donations for both the university and a
town site totaled 440 acres, and on Jan. 18, 1856
"Monmouth University" was chartered by the
territorial legislature. From there the school's board
of trustees voted to build a 20-foot by 30-foot
schoolhouse. The building was a temporary structure
-- to be used until a suitable "seminary" could be
built.
While Monmouth University was being established
it had not been officially adopted by the Christian
Church. In 1865, in an effort to make it an official
college of the Christian Church, church officials
agreed to help support Monmouth University if its
name were changed to Christian College and certain
people were placed in charge. This was done and the
first of several name changes occurred.
From Christian College the college's name was
Campbell Hall before the destruction of the bell tower In changed to Oregon State Normal School in 1882,
Oregon Normal School in 1911 and finally Oregon
the 1962 Columbus Day Storm.
College of Education in 1936.
Almost without exception professors in the early
days of the college helped support themselves with an
additional job. Nearly all claimed land and one was a
medical doctor.

Not much is known about the early days of the
college except that is was always in financial trouble.
Economics led the trustees to turn to the State of
Oregon for help in 1863. It was at that time that
Christian College was changed to a land-grant in
stitution partially supported by the federal govern
ment.
Although it was not yet financially sound,the
college campus began to expand. The north wing of
Campbell Hall was completed in 1872 and other
buildings followed in later years.
Classes in the early years of the college were
divided into three areas: preparatory, classicial and
scientific. The emphasis was placed upon math,
Latin, logic, grammar and Greek literature. A
student had no choice of what classes he or she was
going to take during a semester - in fact the entire
four years of his or her education was planned by the
college, and every freshmen, sophomore, junior and
senior took the classes designated for their year.
In addition to planning the education of students,
college officials also maintained a close watch on a
student's extracurricular activities. There were 15
official rules; some of them were:
"That he neither introduce upon the premises nor
use any intoxicating beverages.
"That he go not beyond the immediate precincts of
the village without permission of the President or the
Faculty.
"In Literary Societies, no student of the opposite
sex will be allowed to participate in their exercises.
And "No student shall be permitted to visit a
drinking saloon, attend ariy ball, billiard saloon or
any other improper place of amusement."
During the 1870's the academic year was divided
into two semesters of 20 weeks. Depending on what
classes a student was taking, tuition could range from
$11 to $51. Dormitories weren't available, but room
and board was available in private homes for $3.50 to
$4 per week.
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The class of 1888 planted the cedar tree (right) which later had to be removed to
commodate the growth of the Sequoia (left), planted by the class of 1887.
Ira F. M. But tor, one of the original pioneers who erossod tho
plains to found Monmouth University In 7856, at the
reported age of 96.

Those were the
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A train stopped dally In Monmouth during the early part of
this century.

Carl Roe and Frank Til ton In their 1894 tumbling suits.
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OSNS faced
same problems
as OCE today
Coed chemistry class of roughly 70 years ago.

By PATSTIMAC
La mron Writer

Lack of money and support
from the legislature, small
enrollment and the need for new
and better buildings. Sound like
problems of the 1970's at OCE?
Maybe so, but those same
problems were problems of the
Oregon State Normal School
(OCE) of the early 1900's.
In 1899 four schools around the
state were named "state nor
mals" by the legislature. Along
with Monmouth were Ashland
Normal, Drain Normal and
Weston Normal. In addition to the
normal schools there were 16
private institutions; including
University of Oregon, McMinnville (Linfield) College,
Willamette University and State
Agriculture College (OSU).
By 1899, however, many state
legislators felt that the Oregon
normal schools were getting too
much financial support. In 1903
Governor George Chamberlain
suggested reducing the number
of normal or teacher training
schools, from four to two. He felt

that the standards of the normal
schools were being lowered
dangerously.
President of OSNS at this time
was Prince Lucien Campbell. He
seemed to be able to influence the
legislature
and
got
appropriations for the schools.
Small as they were at least some
money was provided; Mon
mouth's share was $30,000 for two
years.
Then a financial setback hit
Oregon State Normal School.
Campbell resigned to accept a
position as president of
University of Oregon. The new
president, Edwin Ressler, took
over in the middle of a financial
crisis at Monmouth. However, it
was here that for one of the first
times Monmouth citizens rallied
behind the college with money.
Through the gifts from Mon
mouth citizens the college was
able to continue in operation
during the 1905 academic year
when funds from the legislature
were held up. Loyalty to the
normal school was strong in
Monmouth again when in 1907
Governor Chamberlain vetoed

the appropriations for the Oregon
state normal schools.
When the 1909 legislature
convened it was hoped that the
normal school question wouldn't
be the session's central theme,
but that hope soon vanished when
opponents of the normal school
called for the lgislature to reduce
their number to one.
The question created a
controversy around the state.
People,
newspapers
and
politicians were taking sides.
The controversy ended when
the
House
provided
an
appropriation for normal schools,
but the Senate, in an effort to
please both sides, offered a total
of only $8,000 so that the normal
schools could continue until June
of 1909. The people behind the
normal schools refused to accept
the offer, and in anger, the
senators passed a bill abolishing
all state normal school measures.
Monmouth was left in a
quandry. Should it continue to
accept private funds so that it
could finish the year or should it
close down immediately to show
the people of Oregon what had
been forced upon them? They

oct men parody the traditional May Day ceremonies In 7 935.
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chose the first course and once general election Nov. 8, 1910 the
again the townspeople of Mon Monmouth school was the only
mouth came to the aid of the normal school receiving enough
votes to continue operation. No
college.
But only for a short time. When longer would they have to
the fall of 1909 came around the compete for funds from the
money was not there and for the legislature to continue. Their own
first time students and faculty, separate fund from a special tax
along with the residents of levy was to be kept for them by
Monmouth faced the fact that it the state treasurer. The Mon
was impossible to continue mouth school's new official name
then became Oregon Normal
operation of the school.
But accepting defeat was hard, School.
The new president was J. H.
as pointed out by this editorial
from the Corvallis Gazette-Times Ackerman, who was formerly the
state superintendent of schools
in its Feb. 3, 1909 issue:
from 1899 to 1911. He was a strict
This is the first time the
disciplinarian. Many things he
normals
have
been
did were questioned, such as
downed, and they have
making attendance at the daily
taken their defeat hard.
chapel exercises compulsory,
The Senate refused to even
and allowing no students whose
make the small ap
home was out of town to leave
propriation of $10,000 to
town without consent of the
pay salaries at the end of
president.
the school term. This
However, his power was nearly
appropriation was
absolute, and his influence with
designed as funeral ex
the legislature was immense. He
penses, but the Senate was
again and agin asked for special
in a mood where it would
appropriations for dormitories, a
not even spend money for
flowers.
central heating plant and more,
While it was down in 1909, the and quite often received them.
college revived in 1910. In a
Ackerman died in 1921 and his
successor was Joseph Landers.
Where Ackerman increased and
heightened the physical parts of
the college, Landers increased
the spiritual values of the college.
He was gentle and his human
qualities endeared him to
students and faculty alike. He
couldn't, however, cope with
politicians, which brought his
eventual downfall in 1932.
Landers is reported to have
covered up for mistakes made by
his faculty. When the first State
Board of Higher Education was
developed he had trouble
understanding the new system of
control. He did try to comply, but
failed miserably. As a result of
incidents in 1931, Governor Julius
Meier sent a letter to the State
Board citing hearsey charges
against Oregon Normal School
and its president, with such
charges as the president im
posing his views on sex, that he
didn't support his faculty in
disciplinary matters and other
things.
A hearing was held on Sept. 17
on the matter, with a second one
later. Although no actual decision
came about from the hearings,
Landers
submitted
his
resignation, which was accepted
on Sept. 1, 1932.
With the resignation of Landers
and the Great Depression of the
1930's, dismay settled over the
campus, a dismay that could be
brightened only in future years.
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Academics, activities
reflect OCE's history

Jackson St.

The traditional Maypole celebration was popular during the
7920's.

H. Zophar Tharp coached this 1905 football squad.
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The

1 6-memberfaculty of Oregon State Normal School,

1905.

The Sequoia and cedar trees between Campbell and Todd
Halls.
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1 9 7 4 Summer session faculty and students.

The evolution of educal
By CECILIA STILES
Lamron Writer

Future teachers practice sloyd, a form of woodworking, at Oregon State Normal School.

The academic curriculum and the teachers
training program at OCE have both developed
progressively with changes in the structure and
purpose of the college through the years.
Monmouth University, established in 1856, listed its
main purpose as to maintain a school "where men
and women alike might be schooled in the science of
living and in the fundamental principles of religion."
In addition to religious teachings, higher English,
geometry, trigonometry, and Greek and Latin were a
part of the curriculum.
Monmouth University was changed to Christian
College in 1865, and the curriculum was expanded,
the Bible was emphasized as a textbook and each day
began with a compulsory Bible class.
Three courses of study were available, Prepara
tory, Classical and Scientific. A Bachelor of Science
and a Bachelor of Arts were both offered. The Master
of Arts degree was honorary and was conferred upon
those who showed their "worthiness" and paid $10 to
the library fund.
The main entrance qualification at the Christian
College was good moral character.
Christian College was changed to Oregon State
Normal School in 1882, and with it required courses
were changed because the "normal" course of study
required State Board of Higher Education approval.
Those completing the study were automatically
certified to teach.
Prior to 1930 the normal program was basically a
two-year study, involving one year of academic
courses and one year of professional subjects and
methods. The second year included practice teaching
for three hours per day for half of the year. After 1930
two years of normal training were required for
teacher certification.
During the presidency of Julius Churchill in 1936,
ONS was changed to the Oregon College of Education
by a legislative act. From that time to the present the
college began expanding its program to include other
specialties in addition to teachers training.
Degree programs progressed during the 1950's with
the initiation of joint programs with other area
schools to train more teachers during the shortage.
Approval was won in 1953 for general education
degrees in humanities, social science and science
math.
It was apparent by the 1960's that OCE was no
longer a teacher's training college, but a liberal arts
college emphasizing teacher preparation.
To date this broadening of the curriculum seems to
have little effect on the quality of the education
department, as reflected by its first place rating in
die 1974 American Association of Colleges for
Teacher Education competition. OCE was named the
winner of the Distinguished Achievement Award
from a field of more than 650 colleges and univer
sities.
The award was based on OCE's elementary teacher
competency program, which requires that each
^tuc^nt demonstrate during his junior year the ability
to produce the desired results in elementary
education.
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A coed practices her slow pitch during gym class In the early 19OO's.

An archery class a few decades later.
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Growth, weather
. spark campus
physical changes
By JIM HEALY
Lamron Editor
A two-story wood frame building used for both
college and church purposes, outhouses and fences to
keep wandering cattle away.
That may not sound like the OCE of today, but it
was the college's predecessor -- Monmouth
University in 1856.
Physical changes for OCE since its founding 119
years ago largely reflect its rise in enrollment. With
just a few students and professors during the 1850's
and 1860's, one building was sufficient. But a small
and steady rise in the number of students changed
mat, and plans were made in 1870 for what was to
become Campbell Hall.
,Jr°™Pleution, of
north wing of Campbell Hall in
1872 (the bricks for the building were made from clay
aug out of the basement) together with the original
building furnished classroom space for 300-students,
though the enrollment wasn't that high.
students1'"18?9 the

enrollment

dropped to a low of 13

hundred years ago Monmouth Ave. was a dirt
hnUHit.fr
u* u1' was nonexistent and the 33 other
ilf comprise the 1975 campus were
ni|„mif n
AHmirtun fildings gradually were added, with the
Building taking form in 1935, the old
pvmnac
SeSThe Ssthe,ibrary in 1951 and
chanap3^,.1116

The Campbell Hall bell tower topples In the 1962 Columbus Day Storm.

the College

3Uj^'iest and

most notable physical
Dav Stum, ki
jCt 12' 1962 when the Columbus
whLf m u
°Wn the grove of trees located
todav and trlnlu3 h'ti?S if nd Socia' Science building is
l°Wer °n the south wing of
Campbell Hah
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The war years

Students celebrate the WWII victory over Japan, 7945.

Men desert campus to join service
By CECILIA STILES
Lamron Writer
When the call came for men to serve after the Dec. 7,1941 Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, enrollment was drastically cut at colleges and
universities across the nation. OCE was no exception.
Enrollment fall term, 1939 was 138 men and 340 women. By fall term
of 1943, this figure had dropped to three men and 144 women, and to
five men and 112 women by spring term 1945. The extreme was
reached one summer term when only one man enrolled.
The drastic drop in enrollment necessitated a cut in staff by
President Charles Howard. Some staff members left to serve in the
Red Cross or worked at the shipyards to help the war effort, while
others were placed on half time employment.
One of the first faculty members to leave OCE was men's coach J.
Alfred Cox, who transferred to OSU because OCE could obviously no
longer use his services.
By the 1943-44 budget year, the state education system had cut 104
members of the staffs of Oregon institutions.
Despite the lack of men some social activities still survived on
campus. Many men were in training at the Camp Adair base 15 miles
south of the campus, and they wre allowed to visit the OCE women on
weekends. On special occasions, the women were bussed down to the
base.
Enrollment shot up rapidly with the end of the war in 1945 as the
veterans returned to the campus. Arnold Arms was purchased as a
men's dormitory for the single veterans, and apartments from the
Vancouver, Wash, shipyards were brought down for the married
veterans.
There was once again a need for a men's PE teacher and coach by
1946, and by fall term 1946 the enrollment of men exceeded that of
women 198 to 145.

Former graduates register for Alumni Day In the 194O's,
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Saddle shoes and letter sweaters -- the dress of the 1940'*.

0. N. S. BREEZE

Pages from the past

1923
1924

The Lamron

Club paper
publishing

1924

THE LAMRON

Our paper was started last year by the Commercial
Club and was called "The Breeze". Under this club
the paper grew until everyone thought it should be
under the auspices of the Student Body. It was given
to us then at just what it cost to print, 35 cents a term,
and issued once a week.
About the middle of the year it was taken over by
the Student Body, called "The Lamron" which is
normal spelled backward. It continued to grow better
and we hope that this year it will keep improving.
Remember that it is your paper and you are needed to
help it succeed. One of us cannot do it alone, nor two
of us. Everyone must help, must have school spirit
enough to be interested to help.

FOUNTAIN
POPULAR

1927

Dictionaries Paged
1939

At the drinking fountain in Campbell Hall.

It's a busy place between periods, with students
stopping on their way to class. Most of them take two
or three good healthy swallows and hurry on. One big
bruiser takes a whole mouthful away with him, and
drinks it on his way down the hall. A little lady pauses
and takes a minute sip, scarcely coming to rest
before she flits on. A well known blonde girl stays
under so long that she comes up gasping for air, then
darts up the stairs before she has recovered her
breath.
In the Library.

At the dictionaries - Some turn through them as if
they were looking at the pictures, some turn
methodically a few pages at a time till they find what
they want, and a few go at it as though they really
know what they are looking for. One little half-pint
stands on tiptoes reading a long passage from the
Columbia Encyclopedia, and occasionally comes
down to earth to rest.

1929

_

THE

OCE

LA M

Winter Budget Adopted
The following student body budget for winter term,
1945, was voted on and adopted at a recent student
council meeting:
Estimated Income

1944

Student body cards
Balance carrifed forward
Lamron advertisements

$515.00
491.67
60.00

Total Income

$1,066.67

Expenditures

EEGOM COLLEGE
of education,

Social
Teas
Socials
Dances
Entertainment
Shows
Concert
Assemblies
Conference
Lamron
Set aside for Grove
Supplies
Athletic awards
Unassigned funds

$35.00
50.00

150.00
25.00
100.00

30.00
175.00
25.00
100^00
76.67

Total Expenditures

$1,066.)67

1966

Guys, Gals Make
Most Of Night
1946
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